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Federal Communications Commisslon 
Office of the Secretary 
445 - 12‘ Street, SW 
Wa.shingon, DC 20554 I FCC-MAILROOM I 
To Whom It May Concern, 
Please consider this an official letter of appeal for the deadline date for Form 471 of the USAC 
(Universal S m c e  AdministTation Company) ?he reason and specsc  request for this appeal 
follows. 

Docket No. 02-6 
Waiver Request 

Last year my school, Mmesota  Transihons Charter School, applied for an E-Rate grant withm 
the p e n  guidehnes ofdntes. This grant was for the funding year 07/01/2003-06/30/200. For a 
long period of tlme nothing was heard from ow request. In approximately August of2003 we 
were contacted by the USAC requesting ad&tional infomation for the grant. This infomation 
was supplied in a bmely manner. When contacted by phone, the reviewer stated that the 
information had been received, the review completed. and we (the school) should be hemng 
about results in a very few week.  In approximately October n second contact from the USAC 
w x  made from a new person asking for additional information for grant cornpentmu. Ths 
informahon was again submltted in a timely manner. Contact was made m& th~s person and he 
stated that he had competed the rewew, had no information on its status, but that typically we 
would hear about funding w i t h  a v q  few weeks. Follow up phone calls to the senice desk 
stared that we should keep taps on the status of our request on-line. When asked about filing a 
new form 470, we were d o m e d  we should most likely wrut until we had information about the 
current request Perhaps the person nusunderstood the question. 
On January 26’, 2004 I found m my mailbox an envelope Erom the USAC. n e  letter contained 
wthin stated that our funding reque~t waj  denied based on “the category of service was changed 
from Inrcmet ACCESS to Internal connections in accordance with program rules and 30% Or more 
of this FRN includerj a request for deskrop clients & monitors which 1s m ineligible product (s) 
based on program mles.” We understand and accept this decision. However. because of 
mnforma‘con told io us over the phone, and the long delay III receiving infomation about OW 
request, we did not apply for a new e-rate giant (Form 470) by the required date. When the letter 
was received I did attempt to go on-line for a new request (this still would have been out of the 
date guideline) but computer problems at my work rmde filling out the form impossible. 
In addhon, our tech person took another job and we did not have a fullnme person to replace him 
that was completely familiar uith OUT system until t h i s  week (This week). 
All this bemg md, today, February 3,2004, we d1d file a fom 470 wth the USAC. Given the 28 
day requirement before filing a Form 47 1, we shall be significantly outside the ulndow for 
fundmg requests. We are therefore asking, based on the above information, 8 waiver for the form 
471 filing w~th the USAC. We shall be filmg a Form 471 and any additional forms drectiy afkr 
the 28 day time period. Thank you for your time and conriderarim. 

, 
Dou& B. Amos, Ph.D. 
Dlrector of Technology, Mmesota Transihon School 
2872 2 ~ 5 ~ ‘  Ave. south 
hbnneapolis, MN 55406 
612-722-90 13 
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USAC Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER 

(Fundmg Year 2003: 07/01/2003 I 06/30/2004) 

January 20, 2004 

MINNESOTA T R A N S I T I O N S  CHARTER 
DOUGLAS AMOS 
2526 27TH AVE 5 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55406-1310 

Re: Form 471 Appl ica t ion  Number: 383596 
Funding Year  2003: 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004 
B i l l e d  E n t i t y  Number: 64286 
Applicant‘s Form Ident i f ier:  1001 

Thank you f o r  your  Funding Year 2003 E-ra te  a p p l i c a t l o n  and f o r  any a s s l s t a n c e  you 
provided throughout  ou r  review.  
f e - tu red  in t h e  Fur.ding Commltment Report at t h e  end of t h l s  l e t t e r .  

- The amount, $442.480.95 is “Denied“. 

P l ease  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Funding Cornnltment Report on t h e  page EollOWLng th1s l e t t e r  f o r  
s p e c i f l c  funding r eques t  d e c l s i o n s  and exp lana t lons .  

NEW FOR FUNDING YEAR 2903 

Here 11 the c u r r e n t  s t a t u $  of t h e  fundlng  r e g u e s t ( s )  

The Important Reminders and Deadllnes m e d i a t e l y  precedrng this l e t t e r  a r e  provided 
t o  a s s i s t  you throughout  t h e  a p p l i c a t l o n  p rocess .  

NEXT STEPS 

- Review technology p lanning  requirements - Review CIPA Requirements - F i l e  Form 486 
_. Invoice  the SLD us ing  t h e  Form 474 ( s e r v i c e  prov1der-r) o r  Form 412 ( B l l l e d  E n t i t y )  

FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

O n  t h e  pages Pollowlng thzs  l e t t e r ,  we have provided a Fdnding Commitment Report  f o r  t h e  
Form 4 7 i  a p p l i c a t i o n  c i t e d  above. The enclosed report  i n c l u d e s  a l i s t  of t h e  Funding 
Request Number(s) (FRNs)  from your a p p l i c a t l o n .  The SLD IS a l s o  sendlng  t h i s  in format ion  
t o  your s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r ( 6 )  s o  p repa ra t ions  can be made t o  begin implementin your E - r a t e  
d i s c o u n t ( s )  upon t h e  f i l l n g  of your Form 486.  
Report, you will f l h d  a guide  t h a t  d e f i n e s  each l i n e  of the Report .  

Immedlately preceding  t h e  Fun%mg Comrnltmext 

T O  APPEAL THIS D E C I S I O N :  

If you W i s h  t o  appeal  t h e  d e c i s i o n  indicated in t h l s  l e t t e r ,  your appea l  must be 
POSTMARKED wzthln 60 days o f  t h e  above d a t e  on th15 l e t t e r .  
requirement w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  automatic  d i smis sa l  of your appea l .  

F a i l u r e  t o  meet t h i s  
In  your  l e t t e r  of 

appea l :  

1 .  Include t h e  name, a d d r e s s ,  te lephone number, fax n w b e r ,  and e-mai l  address 

2 .  S t a t e  o u t r i g h t  t h a t  your l e t t e r  i 5  an appea l .  I d e n t i f y  which Bunding Commitment 

( I f  a v a i l a b l e )  f o r  t h e  person who can most readily discuss t h i s  appeal Vlth us. 

Box 1’15 - Corrtspondcncc Unit ,  EO Sourh Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey. 07981 
V i m  us online at u ’ w  SI umverrokervioc.org 

http://umverrokervioc.org


Decision 5 ~ O G  a r e  a ealmg. I n d i c a t e  t h e  r e l e v a n t  fundi?  year and the  d a t e  
of t h e  FLD?..' Your L e r t e r  of appeal  must also Inc lude  the  B l b s d  E n t l t y  Name, the 
Form 171 Applicztzon Number, and the B i l l ed  E n t l t y  Number from t h e  t o p  of your  
l e t t e r .  

3 .  When ex l a l n r n g  our  a p e a l ,  copy the l a n  ua e o r  t e x t  from t h e  Funding Commrtment 
Re o r t  That  LS ax t h e  t e a r t  of your appea?, 80 al low t h e  SLD t o  more read11 
p o k t ,  and provLde documentatLon t o  suppor t  your  appea l .  Be s u r e  t o  keep coples  
pfA your correspondence and documentatson. 

,up 2 e r s t and  your appea l  and respond a p p r o p r l a t e l y .  Please keep your  l e t te r  e o  the  

4 .  P;bvide an au tho r l zed  s i g n a t u r e  on your l e t t e r  of a p p e a l .  

If you a r e  s u b m ~ t t v g  o u r  appea l  on a p e r .  p l e a s e  send your  ap ea1 t o :  L e t t e r  of Ap e a ' ,  
Schools and L ib rac l e s  g l v i s r o n  Box 135 - Correspondence Un i t ,  EO South Jegferson  Raas,  
~ h l p p a n y , , , ~ ~  07981, Addi t lona i  op t ions  f o r  f s l L n  an appea l  can be found i n  t h e  "Appeals 
procedure posted ~n t h e  Reference Area of t h e  Sd web s l t e  o r  by c o n t a c t l n  t he  C l l e n t  
s e r v i c e  Bureau. W e  encourage t h e  use  of  e i t h e r  t h e  e-rnaLl o r  f a x  f l l h g  op?ions. 
While we encourage you t o  r e s o l v e  our  a p e a l  w i t h  t h e  SLD f l r s t ,  you have t h e  0 t l o n  
should r e f e r  t o  CC Docket No. 02-6 on the f x r s t  page of 1 our a ea1  t o  t h e  &. Your 
appeal must be POSTMARKED wl th in  60 days of t h e  above da e on !{IS l e t t e r .  E a l l u r e  t o  
meet this requirement  will r e s u l t  m automatic dlsmrssal of ou r  a p  e a l .  If you are 
subrbltting our ap e a 1  v ~ a  United S t a t e s  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e ,  s e d  t o :  F C C ,  Off rce  o f , t h e  
s e c r e t a r y ,  145 12;E S t r e e t  5W, Washington, DC 20554. Further l n f o m a t l o n  and optLon3 for f r l v g  an ap ea1  d n e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  FCC can be found in t h e  

os ted  Ln t h e  Regereeke Area of t h e  SLD web 61te o r  by con tac tmiP?he  C l l e n t  S e F l c e  
fkreau, We s t r o n g l y  recommend t h a t  you use e i t h e r  t h e  e-mall  o r  f a x  f d m g  op t lons .  

of f - lzng an  appea l  d i r e c t l y  w l t h  e 5  he Fe e r a 1  Cornmunlcatrons CommlssLon (FCC !ou 

ea15 Procedure" 

Schools and L i b r a r l e s  D l V l s r o n  
Unibersal  Serv ice  Admmls t r a t lve  Company 

ECDi/Schools and L i b r a r i e s  Drvzr~onjUSAC Page 2 of 5 O l J Z O J Z O O 4  
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A G U I D E  TO THE FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 
F. rep~rt f o r  each E- ra t e  fund ins  r eques t  from 
l e t t e r  

our  a p l w a r i o n  1s a t t a c h e d  t o  thls 
Gie art providing the folLoWlng d e f m i ~ l o n s  For t h e  atem5 i n  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  

FORM 4.71 APPLICATfON NUMBER: 
by the SLD. 

The unique i d e n t r f l e r  ass igned  t o  a Form 471 applLcat lon 

FUNDING RIQUEST NUMBER Fm): A Fundmg Request Number i s  a s s 1  ned by t h e  S L D  t o  eacg 
Block 5 of your Form 474 once a n , a p p l l c a t ~ o n  has  been p r o e e s s e i :  Thas nunber i s  useu 
t o  r e p o r t  t o  A 
r e a u e s t s  submifeed on a Form 471. 

l i c a n t s  and Sentace Dravrders t h e  s ta tus  o f  ind+vidual  d i s c o u n t  fundmg . -  
FUNDING STATUS: Each FRN w l l l  have one O f  t h e  fo l lowmg d e f u i t i o n s :  

1. 3n ERN t h a t  i s  "Funded" w i l l  be  approved at t h e  l e v e l  t h a t  t h e  SLD determined 
LS appro r l a t e  f o r  t h a t  i t em.  
r eques t eg -un le s s  t h e  SLD determines durlng the a p p l i c a  Lon revrew p rocess  t h a t  
some a d ~ u s t m e n t  1s appropr ra t e .  

?he funding level  w i l l  2 ,  e n e r a l l y  b e  t h e  l e v e l  

2 An FRN t h a t  1s "Not Funded" i s  o n e , f o r  w h x h  no funds vl11 be committed. 
reason foz t h e  d e c r s l o n  w ~ l l  be  b r i e f l y  explained I n  t h e  "FundLng Commrtment 
Decision, 
"Elmding Commitment Decis lon Ex l ana taon .  Not Funded" because 
t h e  r e q u e s t  does n o t  comply w i t :  program rules, or because t h e  t o t a l  amount of 
fundinq available f o r  this Eundmg Year was l n s u f f i c l e n t  t o  fund a l l  r e q u e s t s .  

The 
and ampl l f l ca t aan  of t h a t  e x p l p a t l o n  r ay  be ofgered  i n  t h e  s e c t l o n ,  

An FRN may be 

3. Bn FRN t h a t  is "A5 Yet Unfunded" r e f l e c t s  a temporar s t a t u s  t h a t  i s  ass1 ned t o  
an FRN when t h e  SLD r5 uricer tarn a t  t h e  tame t h e  leteer Ls gene ra t ed  Whetger 
there w i l l  be  s u f f x l e n t  funds to make camnI.tments f o r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  I n t e r n a l  
Connectlons a t  a p a r t s c u l a r  d l scoun t  l e v e l .  For eTam le ,  If  your applLcat lon  
inc luded  r e q u e s t s  f o r  d i s c o u n t s  on both  Telecommunaca!~an~ Se rv ices  and I n t e r n a l  
Telecommunlca,,aons z e r v i c e s  f q d i n g  reques ts  and a message that our n t e r n a l  Connectlor 
requests are As y e t  Unfunded. you would receive one o r  more s d s e q u e e t  l e t t e r s  
reaard inq  t h e  fundmg dec ln lon  on your I n t e r n a l  Connections r e q u e s t s .  

Connections, zou mi h t  r e c e l v e  a , l e t t e r  wi th  fundlng commitments for four 

SERVICES ORDERED: The type  of s e r v i c e  ordered from t h e  s e r v i c e  p rov lde r ,  a5 shown on 
Eorm 471. 
SPIN (Serv ice  Provider  I d e n t r f a c a t r o n  Number')' R unique number ass lgned  by t h e  
Universa l  Se rv ice  Admlnls t ra t ive  Company t o  se rvzce  provAders seeklng  payment from 
the Universal  Service Fund f o r  p a r t l c l p a t l n  1n t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s e r v i c e  suppor t  
mechanisms h SPIN is also used t o  v e r l f y  z e l l v e r y  of servlces and t o  a r r ange  f o r  
payment. 
SERVICE PROVIDER NAME: The l e g a l  name of t h e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r .  
CONTRACT NUMBER: The number of t h e  c o n t r a c t  between the e l l g i b l e  p a r t y  a n d , t h e  
s e r v i c e  p rov lde r .  
Form 471. 
BILLING ACCOUNT NUMBER: The account number t h a t  y o u  JerVLce provider  h a s  e s t a b h s h e d  
With y o u , f o r  b r l l r n g  u rposes .  This will bR p r e s e n t  on ly  lf a 01111ng Account Number 
Was provided or. Form $71, 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE EFFECTIVE DATE OF DISCOUNT: The f r r s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  of s e r v i c e  f o r  
which t h e  SLD w i l l  re imburse s e r v l c e  providers  f o r  the d l scoun t6  far t h e  s e r v i c e .  
CONTRACT EXPIRATION DRTE. The d a t e  t h e ~ c o n t r a c t  expLres .  
if a c o n t r a c t  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  was provlded on Eorm 471. 
SITE I D E N T I F I E R .  The E n t l t y  Number Xlsted u1 F 0 r m , , 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ B l o c k  5 ,  I tem 22a w i l l  k e  
l i s t e d .  T h i s  w i l l  appear  only for S l t e  s p e c l f l c  
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELICIBLE,RECURRING CHARGES: E l i  i b l e  month i y 
pre-discount  amount approved f o r  recur rang  charges m u l t i p l l e d  %y number o months 
of recurring service provlded ln t h e  fundlnq y e a r .  

ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NON-RECURRING CBBRGES: Annual e l i g l b l e  
non-recusr lnz  charges approved f o r  t h e  fundang y e a r .  
PRE-DISCOUNT,AMOUNT: Amount m Form a l l ,  Block 5 ,  Item 231, as determrned through 
t h e  a p p l x a t l o n  r ev lev  p rocess .  

This  w i l l  be  p r e s e n t  on ly  if a c o n t r a c t  number wad provided  on 

This  W l l l  be p r e s e n t  on ly  

FCDL/Schooln and L i b r a r i e s  Divrsion/USAC Page 3 of 5 01 /20 /20oc  



form 4 7 1  application Number. J83596fundlng StatuS: Funded Fundjng Request Number: 1057472 
Services Ordered: Internal COnneCtlOnS 
SIIN: 143025248 Servlce Pravlder Name: Mytech Partners, Inc.  
Contract Number: NNN15000376 
ELllmg Account Number: 6126599800 
Eaclle5r possible Effectlve Date of Discount ;  07/01/2003 
Contract Ex lratlon Date: 06/30/2004 
Slte I d e n d i e r .  64286 
hnnual pre-discomt Amount for Ellglble Recurring char es 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Ellglble Non-recur rmg Zharges : $491,645.54 
Pfe-discount Amount: $491,645 54 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: N J A  
Funding Cammltmen? Decision: $%.OO -,Inel. s V C S . /  or product(+) 
Fundmng Commitment Decis~on ExplanatLon: The category o f  Servlce Was changed from 
Internet A~ee5s to Internal Cornectlons Ln accordance with pro ram rules and 30% ar 
mare,of t h i s  ERN rncludes a request for desktop c l l e n t s  & monl ors which 1s an 
ineligible praduct(s)based an program rules. 

00 

? 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 6: DBZLDLINES 

Date:  3ar.uary 20, 2004 
611 : 383596 
BEN : 64206 

NO. 357 P 7 

The followLng informat ion  i s  provided t o  a s s l s t  you throughout  the a plication process .  
We recommend t h a t  v u  keep It  rn an easi1y.accesslbl .e  l o c a t l o n  and tEat  you share It 
with t h e  appropr ia  b members of your o rgan iza t lon .  

FORM 486 DEADLINE - The Form 486 must be postmarked no l a t e r  than 120 days a f t e r  the 
Serv lce  Start Date you r e p o r t  on t h e  Form 486 o r  no l a t e r  t han  120 days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  
of t h e  Fundrn If you a r e  r equ l r ed  t o  
have a Technoqo y Plaq, you nu5t  indicate t h e  SLD C e r t i f i e d  TechQology A p y a v e r  who 
approved your p?an anc you must r e t a l n  documentatlon of your  monztoring 0 t h e  p rogres s  
toward your s t a t e d  g o a l s  

Comitment  DeClslon Let ter ,  whichever 1s l a t e r .  

- 
CHILDREN'S INTERNET PROTECTION ACT ICIPA) - If FYZQ03 1s your Third Funding 'Year f o r  t h e  
purposes of CIPA and 
in compllance w i t h  cI%A an! cannot  re u e s t  a waiver .  
opinion m Ju ly  2003 changlng t h e  CIPS requzrements - watch %e 5LD W &  S L e e .  

INVOICE DEhDLINE - Invo lces  must b e  postmarked no l a t e r  than  120 days after the  l a s t  d a t e  
t o  r e c e i v e  bervlce - m c l u d m g  extensaons - or 120 days a f t e r  the  d a t e  of t h e  Form 486 
N o t l f i c a t i o n  L e t t e r ,  whlchever 1s l a t e r .  
invoiced 
the prov ige r  has  been p a l d .  

p r t l o n  of t h e  c o s t  of t h e  products  and/or  s e r v i c e s  The FCC h a s  s t a  ed t h a t  requiring a p p l x a n t s  
t o  pa$ Fh,lr s h a r e  ensures  e f f lc&ency and a c c o u n t a b l l r t y  In the  program. I f  you a r e  using.  
a t r a  e u as p a r t  of your  non-dlscount  p o r t i o n ,  p l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  SID web s i t e .  

ou a p l y  for m t e r n e t  Access o r  I n t e r n a l  Connect lons,  you must be 
The Su reme Court mq Lssue an 

Invoices should n o t  b e  submi t ted  u n t i l  t h e  
roduc t s  and s e r v i c e s  have been d e l i v e r e d  and b i l l e d ,  and ( f o r  BEAR Forms) 

OBLIGATION TO PAY NOM-DISCOUNT PORTION - Applicants  axe r equ i r ed  t o  pay t h e  Ron-dlscount 
Se rv lce  y v L d e r s  a r e , r e q u i r e d  t o  

111 ap l i cants  f o r  t h e  nan-dipcount  p o r t l o n .  

< and s e r v i c e  vrovzders  must r e t a i n  documentat lon,  RETAIN DOCUMENTATION - A p l l can tL  ~ ~~ 

Lncluding bur n o t  I r m l t e s  t o ,  documents showin@: , - compliance wl th  a l l  applicable compet l t lve  blddlng r e  uirenents, - products  and/or  s e r V K e s  de l lve red  ( e . g . ,  customer bibs detailing make, model 

- resources  necessary  t o  make e f f e c t i v e  use  of E - r a t e , d l s c o u n t s ,  l nc lud lng  t h e  
- - t h e  a p p l l c a o t  has pald the,non-d;scc 
These documents must  b e  r e t a i n e d  and a 

and serxal number), 
furcha$e  of e uipment such as Workstatlon5 n o t  e l i  3 l b l e  f o r  suppor t ,  

he  s p e c s f l c  %ca t ion  of each item of E-ra t e i funde  equlpment, and 
lunt p o r u o n .  
, v a i l a h l e  f o r  review f o r  5 y e a r s  

FREE SERVICES,ADVISORP - Applicants  and Serv lce  S rov lde r s  a r e  p roh ibz ted , f rom using t h e  
Schools and L d x a r r e s  Support.Mechanlsm t o  w b s i  xze t h e  procurement of m e l l g a b l e  o r  
unre ues t ed  products and semlces ,  o r  from a r t i c l p a t l n ~  in  a , r ran  2 ements t h a t  have t h e  
e f f e e t  of providing a d i scoun t  l e v e l  t o  appEicants  g r e a  er than  t at t o  whlch a p p l i c a n t s  
are entitled. 
Complete program informat lon  IS posted t o  t h e  Schools and L l b r a r i e s  D ivssmn  ( S L D )  web 
s i t e  a t  w w w . s l . u n ~ v e r s a l s e r v i c e  or 
SLD C l i e n t  Se rv lce  Bureau by e-mal?'at quesrioneunlversalservlce. o r g ,  by fax a t  
1-888-276-8736 or by phone a t  1-888-203-8100. 

Informatlon 1s a l s o  a v a r l a b l e  by con tac t ing  t h e  
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V H D I N G  COMMITMENT DECISION EXPLANATION: Thls entry may amplify t h e  comments in the 
Funding Commitment Deculan" area.  

FCDL,ISchools and Libraries DAvisionfUSAC Page 4 of 5 01 /2  0/2004 


